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Virginia St andards o f Learning
Language Art s

Grade: 8  - Adopted: 2017
STRAND / TOPIC  VA.CML.8

.
Communicat ion and Mult imodal Literacies

STANDARD /
STRAND

 8.1. The student  will part icipate in , co llaborate in , and report  on small-group
learn ing act ivit ies.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.1.e. Make statements to  communicate agreement  or tact fu l d isagreement  with
others’ ideas.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.1.f . Use a variety of  st rategies to  listen act ively and speak using appropriate
discussion ru les with  awareness of  verbal and nonverbal cues.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

STRAND / TOPIC  VA.CML.8
.

Communicat ion and Mult imodal Literacies

STANDARD /
STRAND

 8.2. The student  will develop and deliver mult imodal, in teract ive presentat ions
collaborat ively and individually.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.2.b . Choose vocabulary and tone appropriate to  the audience, topic, and purpose.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.2.f . Dif ferent iate between Standard English  and in formal language.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

STRAND / TOPIC  VA.CML.8
.

Communicat ion and Mult imodal Literacies

STANDARD /
STRAND

 8.3. The student  will analyz e, develop, and produce creat ive or in format ional media
messages.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.3.b . Examine how values and viewpoints are included or excluded and how the media
can in f luence beliefs, behaviors, and in terpretat ions.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

STRAND / TOPIC  VA.R.8. Reading
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STANDARD /
STRAND

 8.4 . The student  will apply knowledge of  word orig ins, and f igurat ive language to
extend vocabulary development  with in  authent ic texts.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.4 .b . Use context , st ructure, and connotat ions to  determine meaning and
dif ferent iate among mult ip le meanings of  words and phrases.

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.4 .c. Use roots, af f ixes, synonyms, and antonyms to  determine the meaning(s)  o f
unfamiliar words and technical vocabulary.

BookTaco
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.4 .f . Discriminate between connotat ive and denotat ive meanings and in terpret  the
connotat ion.

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.4 .g . Extend general and cross-curricu lar vocabulary through speaking, listening,
reading, and writ ing.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Hear It  Say It  Write It
Word pronunciat ion with  student  modeling along with  word writ ing in  print  or
cursive.
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Story Mapping
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The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

STRAND / TOPIC  VA.R.8. Reading

STANDARD /
STRAND

 8.5. The student  will read and analyz e a variety of  f ict ional texts, l iterary nonf ict ion,
poet ry, and drama.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.5.a. Analyz e how authors’ development  of  characters, conf lict , po int  o f  view, vo ice,
and tone convey meaning.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.5.c. Explain  the development  of  the theme(s) .

BookTaco
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.5.e. Make in ferences and draw conclusions based on explicit  and implied
informat ion using references to  the text  for support .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.5.j. Use reading st rategies to  monitor comprehension throughout  the reading
process.

BookTaco
Book Notes
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Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC  VA.R.8. Reading

STANDARD /
STRAND

 8.6 . The student  will read, comprehend, and analyz e a variety of  nonf ict ion texts.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.6 .b . Apply knowledge of  text  features and organiz at ional pat terns to  analyz e
select ions.

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.6 .d . Make in ferences and draw conclusions based on explicit  and implied
informat ion using evidence f rom text  as support .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.6 .f . Analyz e details for relevance and accuracy.

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
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Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.6 .h . Ident ify the main  idea.

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.6 .i. Summariz e the text  ident ifying support ing details.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.6 .k. Evaluate, organiz e, and synthesiz e in format ion for use in  writ ten  and other
formats.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.6 .m. Use reading st rategies to  monitor comprehension throughout  the reading
process.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
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their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Reading Log
Students can manually enter and t rack their daily reading stat ist ics (name of
book, t ime spent  reading and number of  pages)  or record their reading in  real
t ime with  our online reading stopwatch.

STRAND / TOPIC  VA.W.8. Writ ing

STANDARD /
STRAND

 8.8. The student  will self -  and peer-edit  writ ing for capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion,
spelling , sentence st ructure, paragraphing, and Standard English .

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.8.g . Use correct  spelling  for f requent ly used words.

BookTaco
Hear It  Say It  Write It
Word pronunciat ion with  student  modeling along with  word writ ing in  print  or
cursive.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

STRAND / TOPIC  VA.Re.8. Research

STANDARD /
STRAND

 8.9 . The student  will f ind , evaluate, select , and synthesiz e appropriate resources to
produce a research product .

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.9 .b . Collect  and synthesiz e in format ion f rom mult ip le sources.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

INDICATOR /
STANDARD

 8.9 .d . Analyz e in format ion gathered f rom diverse sources by ident ifying
misconcept ions, main  and support ing ideas, conf lict ing in format ion, point  o f
view, or b ias.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
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