
Main Crit eria: South Caro lina Standards & Learning

Seco ndary Crit eria: BookTaco

Subject : Language Arts

Grade: 8
Co rrelat io n Opt io ns: Show Correlated

So ut h Caro lina St andards & Learning
Language Art s

Grade: 8  - Adopted: 2015
STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.I. Inquiry-Based Literacy Standards ( I)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.I.3. Construct  knowledge, applying d iscip linary concepts and tools, to  build
deeper understanding of  the world  through explorat ion, co llaborat ion, and
analysis.

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.I.3.4 . Organiz e and categoriz e important  in format ion, revise ideas, and report
relevant  f ind ings.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.I. Inquiry-Based Literacy Standards ( I)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.I.4 . Synthesiz e in tegrated in format ion to  share learn ing and/or take act ion.

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.I.4 .1. Employ a crit ical stance to  demonstrate that  relat ionships and pat terns of
evidence lead to  logical conclusions, while acknowledging alternat ive views.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RL. Reading – Literary Text  (RL)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RL.MC. Meaning and Context  (MC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RL.MC.
5.

Determine meaning and develop logical in terpretat ions by making predict ions,
in ferring, drawing conclusions, analyz ing, synthesiz ing, provid ing evidence,
and invest igat ing mult ip le in terpretat ions.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RL.MC.
5.1.

Cite the evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page

https://booktaco.com/sample-book-notes/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-notes/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-quiz/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-notes/


ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RL. Reading – Literary Text  (RL)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RL.MC. Meaning and Context  (MC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RL.MC.
6 .

Summariz e key details and ideas to  support  analysis of  themat ic development .

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RL.MC.
6 .1.

Determine one or more themes and analyz e the development  and relat ionships
to  character, set t ing, and p lot  over the course of  a text ; provide an object ive
summary.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RL. Reading – Literary Text  (RL)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RL.MC. Meaning and Context  (MC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RL.MC.
8.

Analyz e characters, set t ings, events, and ideas as they develop and interact
with in  a part icu lar context .

https://booktaco.com/sample-book-quiz/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/


GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RL.MC.
8.1.

Analyz e how dialogue and/or incidents propel the act ion, reveal aspects of  a
character, or provoke a decision; determine the impact  of  contextual in f luences
on set t ing, p lot , and characters.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RL. Reading – Literary Text  (RL)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RL.LCS
.

Language, Craf t , and St ructure (LCS)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RL.LCS
.9 .

In terpret  and analyz e the author’s use of  words, phrases, and convent ions, and
how their relat ionships shape meaning and tone in  print  and mult imedia texts.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RL.LCS
.9 .1.

Determine the f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings of  words and phrases as
they are used in  text ; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word choices on meaning
and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RL. Reading – Literary Text  (RL)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RL.LCS
.

Language, Craf t , and St ructure (LCS)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RL.LCS
.10.

Apply a range of  st rategies to  determine the meaning of  known, unknown, and
mult ip le-meaning words, phrases, and jargon; acquire and use general
academic and domain-specif ic vocabulary.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RL.LCS
.10.1.

Use context  clues to  determine meanings of  words and phrases.

BookTaco
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RL. Reading – Literary Text  (RL)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RL.LCS
.

Language, Craf t , and St ructure (LCS)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RL.LCS
.11.

Analyz e and provide evidence of  how the author’s choice of  point  o f  view,
perspect ive or purpose shapes content , meaning, and style.

https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-word-definition/
https://booktaco.com/sample/
https://booktaco.com/sample-word-jumble/


GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RL.LCS
.11.1.

Analyz e how the author’s development  of  perspect ives of  the characters and
the reader create suspense or humor.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RL. Reading – Literary Text  (RL)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RL.LCS
.

Language, Craf t , and St ructure (LCS)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RL.LCS
.12.

Analyz e and crit ique how the author uses st ructures in  print  and mult imedia
texts to  shape meaning and impact  the reader.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RL.LCS
.12.2.

Analyz e the author’s choice of  st ructures with in  the text  and draw conclusions
about  how they impact  meaning.

BookTaco
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RL. Reading – Literary Text  (RL)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RL.RC. Range and Complexity (RC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RL.RC.
13.

Read independent ly and comprehend a variety of  texts for the purposes of
reading for en joyment , acquiring new learn ing, and build ing stamina; ref lect  on
and respond to  increasingly complex text  over t ime.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RL.RC.
13.1.

Engage in  whole and small group reading with  purpose and understanding
through teacher modeling and gradual release of  responsib ility.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RL.RC.
13.3.

Read and respond to  grade level text  to  become self -d irected, crit ical readers
and th inkers.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.

https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-notes/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-quiz/


Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RI. Reading – In format ional Text  (RI)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RI.P. Princip les of  Reading (P)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RI.P.4 . Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.P.4 .
1.

Read grade- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Reading Log
Students can manually enter and t rack their daily reading stat ist ics (name of
book, t ime spent  reading and number of  pages)  or record their reading in  real
t ime with  our online reading stopwatch.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.P.4 .
3.

Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual

https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-notes/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-quiz/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-nonfiction-text-features/
https://booktaco.com/sample-nonfiction-book-report/
https://booktaco.com/sample-nonfiction-text-features/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-reading-log/
https://booktaco.com/sample-unscramble-sentence/


usage of  the words.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RI. Reading – In format ional Text  (RI)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RI.MC. Meaning and Context  (MC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RI.MC.
5.

Determine meaning and develop logical in terpretat ions by making predict ions,
in ferring, drawing conclusions, analyz ing, synthesiz ing, provid ing evidence,
and invest igat ing mult ip le in terpretat ions.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.MC.
5.1.

Cite the evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RI. Reading – In format ional Text  (RI)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RI.MC. Meaning and Context  (MC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RI.MC.
6 .

Summariz e key details and ideas to  support  analysis of  cent ral ideas.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.MC.
6 .1.

Provide an object ive summary of  a text  with  two or more central ideas; cite key
support ing details to  analyz e their development .

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RI. Reading – In format ional Text  (RI)

https://booktaco.com/sample/
https://booktaco.com/sample-word-jumble/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-notes/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-quiz/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-nonfiction-text-features/
https://booktaco.com/sample-nonfiction-book-report/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-nonfiction-text-features/
https://booktaco.com/sample-nonfiction-book-report/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/


KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RI.MC. Meaning and Context  (MC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RI.MC.
7.

Research events, topics, ideas, or concepts through mult ip le media, formats,
and in  visual, auditory, and kinesthet ic modalit ies.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.MC.
7.1.

Evaluate the advantages and d isadvantages of  using d if ferent  mediums to
present  a part icu lar topic or idea.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RI. Reading – In format ional Text  (RI)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RI.LCS. Language, Craf t , and St ructure (LCS)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RI.LCS.
8.

In terpret  and analyz e the author’s use of  words, phrases, text  features,
convent ions, and st ructures, and how their relat ionships shape meaning and
tone in  print  and mult imedia texts.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.LCS.
8.1.

Determine f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings of  words and
phrases used in  a text ; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic words, phrases,
analogies, or allusions on meaning and tone.

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.LCS.
8.2.

Analyz e the impact  of  text  features and st ructures on authors’ similar ideas or
claims about  the same topic.

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RI. Reading – In format ional Text  (RI)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RI.LCS. Language, Craf t , and St ructure (LCS)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RI.LCS.
11.

Analyz e and crit ique how the author uses st ructures in  print  and mult imedia
texts to  craf t  in format ional and argument  writ ing.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.LCS.
11.1.

Analyz e the impact  of  text  features and st ructures on authors’ similar ideas or
claims about  the same topic.

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.RI. Reading – In format ional Text  (RI)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.RI.RC. Range and Complexity (RC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.RI.RC.1
2.

Read independent ly and comprehend a variety of  texts for the purposes of
reading for en joyment , acquiring new learn ing and build ing stamina; ref lect
and respond to  increasingly complex text  over t ime.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.RC.1
2.1.

Engage in  whole and small group reading with  purpose and understanding.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
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Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.RI.RC.1
2.3.

Read and respond according to  task and purpose to  become self -d irected,
crit ical readers and th inkers.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Reading Log
Students can manually enter and t rack their daily reading stat ist ics (name of
book, t ime spent  reading and number of  pages)  or record their reading in  real
t ime with  our online reading stopwatch.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.W. Writ ing (W)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.W.MCC. Meaning, Context , and Craf t  (MCC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.W.MCC.
2.

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey complex ideas and
informat ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive select ion,
organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.W.MCC.
2.1.

Write in format ive/explanatory texts that :

INDICATOR  8.W.MCC.
2.1.h .

Paraphrase, quote, and summariz e to  avoid  p lagiarism.

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.C. Communicat ion (C)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.C.MC. Meaning and Context  (MC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.C.MC.1
.

In teract  with  others to  explore ideas and concepts, communicate meaning, and
develop logical in terpretat ions through collaborat ive conversat ions; build
upon the ideas of  o thers to  clearly express one’s own views while respect ing
diverse perspect ives.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /

 8.C.MC.1
.1.

Prepare for and engage in  conversat ions to  explore complex ideas, concepts,
and texts; build  coherent  lines of  th inking.
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STAGE
BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.C.MC.1
.2.

Part icipate in  d iscussions; share evidence that  supports the topic, text , or
issue; connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond with  relevant  ideas,
evidence, and observat ions.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.C.MC.1
.3.

Apply ef fect ive communicat ion techniques based on a variety of  contexts and
tasks.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.C.MC.1
.4 .

Engage in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions about  grade appropriate topics;
acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others and when necessary modify
personal ideas.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.C.MC.1
.5.

Consider new ideas and d iverse perspect ives of  o thers when forming opin ions;
qualify or just ify views based on evidence presented regarding a topic, text , or
issue.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.C. Communicat ion (C)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.C.MC. Meaning and Context  (MC)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.C.MC.2
.

Art icu late ideas, claims, and perspect ives in  a logical sequence using
informat ion, f ind ings, and credib le evidence f rom sources.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.C.MC.2
.1.

Gather relevant  in format ion f rom diverse print  and mult imedia sources to
develop ideas, claims, or perspect ives emphasiz ing salient  points in  a
coherent , concise, log ical manner with  relevant  evidence and well-chosen
details.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.C. Communicat ion (C)

KNOWLEDGE  8.C.MC. Meaning and Context  (MC)
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AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.C.MC.3
.

Communicate in format ion through st rategic use of  mult ip le modalit ies, visual
d isplays, and mult imedia to  enrich understanding when present ing ideas and
informat ion.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.C.MC.3
.2.

Ut iliz e mult imedia to  clarify in format ion and emphasiz e salient  points.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

STANDARD /
COURSE

 SC.8.C. Communicat ion (C)

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS /
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

 8.C.LCS. Language, Craf t , and St ructure (LCS)

PERFORMANCE
DESCRIPTOR /
STANDARD

 8.C.LCS.
5.

Incorporate craf t  techniques to  engage and impact  audience and convey
messages.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.C.LCS.
5.1.

Consider audience when select ing presentat ion types.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

GRADE LEVEL
EXAMPLE /
STAGE

 8.C.LCS.
5.2.

Select  and employ a variety of  craf t  techniques to  convey a message and impact
the audience.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
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