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Language Art s

Grade: 8  - Adopted: 2014
STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL1.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to
make logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or
speaking to  support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  8.RL1. Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the
text  says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.2. Select  and apply during reading st rategies to  monitor comprehension e.g .,
rereading, paraphrasing, summariz ing, connect ing related ideas with in  a text ,
verifying or modifying predict ions, visualiz ing, and connect ing text  ideas with
prior knowledge or experience.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.3. Demonstrate comprehension of  a text  with  af ter reading st rategies by:
explain ing the main  ideas; ident ifying what  is d irect ly stated in  the text ;
drawing in ferences; drawing conclusions; verifying or ad just ing predict ions;
making new predict ions; paraphrasing and summariz ing (See MD SLM 6 -8
4 A2.b) ; making connect ions between the text  and oneself .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts

https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-notes/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-quiz/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/


Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.4 . Among mult ip le p ieces of  evidence, determine, select , and state the p iece of
evidence that  conf irms the meaning of  a literary text .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.5. Among mult ip le p ieces of  evidence ident ify the st rongest  p iece of  evidence that
suggests logically what  might  be t rue about  characters, set t ing, p lot , etc.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding e.g ., antonyms, synonyms,
related words with  similar word parts (See CCSS L.8.5b) .

https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/


BookTaco
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.7. Dist inguish between connotat ions and denotat ions of  words for
understanding (See CCSS L.8.5c) .

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.8. Part icipate act ively and appropriately in  d iscussions about  literary texts (See
CCSS SL.8.1 and SL.8.3) .

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.9 . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EXPECTATION  8.RL1.10. Use appropriate academic or domain-specif ic words when d iscussing or writ ing
about  literature (See CCSS L.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL2.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Determine central ideas or themes of  a text  and analyz e their
development ; summariz e the key support ing details and ideas.

OBJECTIVE  8.RL2. Determine a theme or cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the
course of  the text , including its relat ionship  to  the characters, set t ing, and
plot ; provide an object ive summary of  the text .

EXPECTATION  8.RL2.1. Determine the in teract ion among characters, set t ing, and p lot  through a text .

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and

https://booktaco.com/sample/
https://booktaco.com/sample-word-definition/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/
https://booktaco.com/sample-unscramble-sentence/
https://booktaco.com/sample/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/


dif ferences.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL2.2. Present  sound, valid  reasoning and well-chosen details in  a focused, coherent
manner (See CCSS SL.8.4 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL2.3. Examine the in teract ion of  characters, set t ing, and p lot  to  express a theme.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL2.4 . Paraphrase in  order to  state or compose an unbiased summary that  includes
events f rom the beginning, middle, and end of  a text .

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/


Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL2.5. Use a variety of  t ransit ion words to  convey sequence (See CCSS W.8.3c) .

BookTaco
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL2.6 . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EXPECTATION  8.RL2.7. Use appropriate academic or domain-specif ic words when d iscussing or writ ing
about  literature (See CCSS L.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL3.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Analyz e how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop
and interact  over the course of  text .

OBJECTIVE  8.RL3. Analyz e how part icu lar lines of  d ialogue or incidents in  a story or drama propel
the act ion, reveal aspects of  a character or provoke a decision.

EXPECTATION  8.RL3.1. Examine what  a character in  a story or drama th inks, says, or does.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-unscramble-sentence/
https://booktaco.com/sample/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/


Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL3.2. Connect  how a character’s speech, thoughts, or act ion cause movement  with in
the p lot  or drama.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL3.3. Show how a character’s speech or thoughts ref lect  the t raits a character
d isplays.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL3.4 . Use precise words and descript ive details to  convey events (See CCSS W.8.3d) .

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.

EXPECTATION  8.RL3.5. Use evidence f rom a literary text  to  support  analysis (See CCSS W.8.9 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes

https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/


One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL3.6 . Present  claims emphasiz ing the most  important  points supported by pert inent
descript ions and details (See CCSS SL.8.4 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL3.7. Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EXPECTATION  8.RL3.8. Use appropriate academic or domain-specif ic words correct ly when writ ing
about  or d iscussing literature (See CCSS L.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
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the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text ,
including determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and
analyz e how specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  8.RL4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text ,
including f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic
word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other
texts.

EXPECTATION  8.RL4 .3. Use context  as a clue to  the meaning of  words and phrases (See CCSS L.8.4 a) .

BookTaco
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.

EXPECTATION  8.RL4 .6 . Examine the ef fects of  d ict ion, tone, f igurat ive language, sound elements and
connotat ion as a way to  construct  meaning (See CCSS L.8.5a, L.8.5c) .

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL5.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Analyz e the st ructure of  texts, including how specif ic
sentences, paragraphs, and larger port ions of  the text  (e.g ., a sect ion, chapter,
scene, or stanz a)  relate to  each other and the whole.

OBJECTIVE  8.RL5. Compare and contrast  the st ructure of  two or more texts and analyz e how the
dif fering st ructure of  each text  contributes to  its meaning and style.

EXPECTATION  8.RL5.2. Explain  how the st ructures of  mult ip le texts are alike and d if ferent .

BookTaco
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL5.3. Examine the purpose of  the st ructure and how the st ructure of  a text  has an
inf luence on the way a text  is writ ten .

BookTaco
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL5.4 . Use evidence f rom literary texts to  support  a comparat ive analysis of  text
st ructures (See CCSS W.8.9 ) .

BookTaco
Retell The Story
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Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL6 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Assess how point  o f  view or purpose shapes the content  and
style of  a text .

OBJECTIVE  8.RL6 . Analyz e how dif ferences in  the points of  view of  the characters and the
audience or reader (e.g ., created through the use of  dramat ic irony)  create such
ef fects as suspense or humor.

EXPECTATION  8.RL6 .2. Compare and/or contrast  one’s own views to  those of  a character or characters.

BookTaco
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.

EXPECTATION  8.RL6 .3. Explain  how shared or opposing points of  view between a reader and character
can generate a specif ic mood.

BookTaco
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.

EXPECTATION  8.RL6 .4 . Analyz e in ferences drawn f rom a literary text  (See CCSS RL.7.1) .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.

EXPECTATION  8.RL6 .5. Use d ialogue to  develop characters (See CCSS W.8.1b) .

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
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support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL6 .6 . Use vocabulary knowledge when considering words and phrases important  to
comprehension (See CCSS L.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL7.CCR
.

Anchor Standard: In tegrate and evaluate content  presented in  d iverse media
and formats, including visually and quant itat ively, as well as in  words.

OBJECTIVE  8.RL7. Analyz e the extent  to  which a f ilmed or live product ion of  a story or drama stays
faithfu l to  or departs f rom the text  or script , evaluat ing the choices made by the
director or actors.

EXPECTATION  8.RL7.4 . Support  ideas with  relevant  evidence (See CCSS W.8.1b) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL7.5. Use evidence f rom literary texts to  support  analysis and ref lect ion (See CCSS
W.8.9 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
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Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL7.7. Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EXPECTATION  8.RL7.8. Use appropriate academic or domain-specif ic words when d iscussing or writ ing
about  literature (See CCSS L.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL9 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Analyz e how two or more texts address similar themes or
topics in  order to  build  knowledge or to  compare the approaches the authors
take.

OBJECTIVE  8.RL9 . Analyz e how a modern work of  f ict ion draws on themes, pat terns of  events, or
character types f rom myths, t rad it ional stories, or relig ious works such as the
Bib le, including describ ing how the material is rendered new.

EXPECTATION  8.RL9 .4 . Examine characters, p lots, and themes to  determine the connect ions between
and evolut ion of  these elements f rom the t radit ional to  the modern texts.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.

https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-paragraph-writing-prompts/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-unscramble-sentence/
https://booktaco.com/sample/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample-plot-diagram/
https://booktaco.com/sample-point-of-view/
https://booktaco.com/sample-retell-the-story/
https://booktaco.com/sample-story-mapping/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-chapter-notes-printable/
https://booktaco.com/sample-compare-contrast-characters/


Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL9 .5. Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the
text  says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text . (CCSS RL.8.1)

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL9 .6 . Use evidence f rom literary texts to  support  analysis and ref lect ion (See CCSS
W.8.9 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
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Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL9 .7. Present  f ind ings using relevant  evidence and well-chosen details (See CCSS
W.8.9 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL9 .8. Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EXPECTATION  8.RL9 .9 . Use appropriate academic or domain-specif ic words when d iscussing or writ ing
about  literature (See CCSS L.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RL. Standards for Reading Literature (RL)
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TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RL10.CC
R.

Anchor Standard: Read and comprehend complex literary and in format ional
texts independent ly and prof icient ly.

OBJECTIVE  8.RL10. By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, at  the h igh end of  the grades 6 -8 text  complexity band
independent ly and prof icient ly.

EXPECTATION  8.RL10.2. Comprehend literary texts of  steadily increasing complexity with  scaf fo ld ing, as
necessary.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EXPECTATION  8.RL10.4 . (See MD SLM 6 -8 6 .0)

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
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Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Read closely to  determine what  the text  says explicit ly and to
make logical in ferences f rom it ; cite specif ic textual evidence when writ ing or
speaking to  support  conclusions drawn f rom the text .

OBJECTIVE  8.RI1. Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the
text  says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.2. Select  and apply during reading st rategies to  monitor comprehension e.g .,
rereading, paraphrasing, summariz ing, connect ing related ideas with in  a text ,
verifying or modifying predict ions, visualiz ing, and connect ing text  ideas with
prior knowledge or experience.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.3. Demonstrate comprehension of  a text  with  af ter reading st rategies by:
explain ing the central ideas; ident ifying what  is d irect ly stated in  the text ;
drawing in ferences; drawing conclusions; verifying or ad just ing predict ions;
making new predict ions; paraphrasing and summariz ing (See MD SLM 6 -8
4 A2.b) ; making connect ions between the text  and oneself .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
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assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.4 . Among mult ip le p ieces of  evidence determine, select , and state the p iece of
evidence that  conf irms the meaning of  an  in format ional text .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.5. Among mult ip le p ieces of  evidence ident ify the p iece of  evidence that  suggests
logically what  might  be t rue about  an author’s purpose, opin ion, important
ideas, etc.

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.6 . Use relat ionships between words for understanding (See CCSS L.8.5b) .

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Vocabulary Test
Final assessment  module featuring mult ip le choice environment .
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.7. Dist inguish between connotat ions and denotat ions of  words for
understanding (See CCSS L.8.5c) .

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.8. Part icipate act ively and appropriately in  d iscussions about  in format ional texts
(See CCSS SL.8.1 and SL.8.3) .

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.9 . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
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Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EXPECTATION  8.RI1.10. Use appropriate academic or domain-specif ic words when drawing in ferences
(See CCSS L.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Determine central ideas or themes of  a text  and analyz e their
development ; summariz e the key support ing details and ideas.

OBJECTIVE  8.RI2. Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course
of  the text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive
summary of  the text .

EXPECTATION  8.RI2.1. Determine and examine the relat ionships between and among ideas throughout
a text .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.RI2.2. Present  f ind ings with  sound, valid  reasoning supported by relevant  evidence in
a focused, coherent  manner (See CCSS SL.8.4 ) .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.RI2.3. Synthesiz e relevant  evidence to  formulate a cent ral idea.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
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Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.RI2.4 . Paraphrase to  state or compose an unbiased summary that  includes a cent ral
idea and t racks its development  throughout  the text .

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.RI2.6 . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EXPECTATION  8.RI2.7. Use appropriate academic or domain-specif ic words when d iscussing or writ ing
about  in format ional text  (See CCSS L.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Key Ideas and Details

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Analyz e how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop
and interact  over the course of  text . the connect ion between two individuals,
events, ideas, or p ieces of  in format ion in  a text .

OBJECTIVE  8.RI3. Analyz e how a text  makes connect ions among and d ist inct ions between
individuals, ideas, or events (e.g ., through comparisons, analogies, or
categories) .

EXPECTATION  8.RI3.1. Determine the likenesses or d if ferences in  the relat ionships between or among
individuals, ideas, or events with in  an in format ional text .

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.

EXPECTATION  8.RI3.2. Ident ify how the d if ferences or likenesses between or among individuals, ideas,
or events are revealed.

BookTaco
Book Review
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Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.

EXPECTATION  8.RI3.3. Draw conclusions about  the ef fect iveness of  the methods used to  present  the
likenesses or d if ferences between or among individuals, ideas, or events.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.

EXPECTATION  8.RI3.4 . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EXPECTATION  8.RI3.6 . See also MD SLM.6 -8.4 .0, as needed.

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
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the resolut ion.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: In terpret  words and phrases as they are used in  a text ,
including determining technical, connotat ive, and f igurat ive meanings, and
analyz e how specif ic word choices shape meaning or tone.

OBJECTIVE  8.RI4 . Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text ,
including f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact
of  specif ic word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or
allusions to  other texts.

EXPECTATION  8.RI4 .2. Use context  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase (See CCSS L.8.4 a) .

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.

EXPECTATION  8.RI4 .5. Determine the suggested meaning of  connotat ions of  words that  address the
same technical meaning (See CCSS L.8.5c) .

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

EXPECTATION  8.RI4 .7. Gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important  to
comprehension (See CCSS L.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Analyz e the st ructure of  texts, including how specif ic
sentences, paragraphs, and larger port ions of  the text  (e.g ., a sect ion, chapter,
scene, or stanz a)  relate to  each other and the whole.

OBJECTIVE  8.RI5. Analyz e in  detail the st ructure of  a specif ic paragraph in  a text , including the
ro le of  part icu lar sentences in  developing and ref in ing a key concept .

EXPECTATION  8.RI5.6 . Use evidence f rom an in format ional text  to  support  analysis of  paragraph
structure (See CCSS W.8.9 ) .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Craf t  and St ructure

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY

 RI6 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Assess how point  o f  view or purpose shapes the content  and
style of  a text .
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LEVEL

OBJECTIVE  8.RI6 . Determine an author’s point  o f  view or purpose in  a text  and analyz e how the
author acknowledges and responds to  conf lict ing evidence or viewpoints.

EXPECTATION  8.RI6 .1. Ident ify the author’s purpose ( format , text  features, key ideas)  and point  o f
view (word choice, punctuat ion, emphasis on ideas) .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI7.CCR. Anchor Standard: In tegrate and evaluate content  presented in  d iverse media
and formats, including visually and quant itat ively, as well as in  words.

OBJECTIVE  8.RI7. Evaluate the advantages and d isadvantages of  using d if ferent  mediums (e.g .,
print  or d ig ital text , video, mult imedia)  to  present  a part icu lar topic or idea.

EXPECTATION  8.RI7.1. Draw conclusions about  the posit ive and negat ive aspects of  a text , audio , or
visual version as a means of  presentat ion.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.RI7.2. Determine how sound and sight  af fect  the percept ion of  words.

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.

EXPECTATION  8.RI7.4 . Use evidence f rom informat ional sources to  support  analysis and research (See
CCSS W.8.9 ) .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.RI. Standards for Reading In format ional Text  (RI)
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TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 RI9 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Analyz e how two or more texts address similar themes or
topics in  order to  build  knowledge or to  compare the approaches the authors
take.

OBJECTIVE  8.RI9 . Analyz e a case in  which two or more texts provide conf lict ing in format ion on
the same topic and ident ify where the texts d isagree on mat ters of  fact  or
interpretat ion.

EXPECTATION  8.RI9 .4 . Draw conclusions about  the purpose of  opposing facts or in terpretat ion of  the
facts.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.RI9 .5. Use evidence f rom informat ional texts to  support  analysis (See CCSS W.8.9 ) .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.RI9 .6 . Present  f ind ings using pert inent  evidence (See CCSS SL.8.4 ) .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write arguments to  support  claims in  an analysis of
substant ive topics or texts, using valid  reasoning and relevant  and suf f icient
evidence.

OBJECTIVE  8.W1-a. Write arguments to  support  claims with  clear reasons and relevant  evidence –
Int roduce claim(s) , acknowledge and d ist inguish the claim(s)  f rom alternate or
opposing claims, and organiz e the reasons and evidence logically.

EXPECTATION  8.W1-a.1. Adapt  the prewrit ing stage of  the writ ing process to  an argument , including
developing alternate claims (See CCSS W.8.5) : Gather in format ion to  support
claims (See MD SLM 6 -8 2A1, as needed) ; Compare and contrast  one’s own claim
or claims to  all o ther claims (See CCSS RL.8.5) .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
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ready for review and assessment .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write arguments to  support  claims in  an analysis of
substant ive topics or texts, using valid  reasoning and relevant  and suf f icient
evidence.

OBJECTIVE  8.W1-b. Write arguments to  support  claims with  clear reasons and relevant  evidence –
Support  claim(s)  with  logical reasoning and relevant  evidence, using accurate,
credib le sources and demonstrat ing an understanding of  the topic or text .

EXPECTATION  8.W1-b.3. Compose a draf t  o f  the body with  at tent ion to: ef fect ive organiz at ion of
support  for a claim or claims; subject -verb  and pronoun-antecedent  agreement
(See CCSS L.8.2e) ; format ion of  complete sentences (See CCSS L.8.1f ) ; using
verbs in  the passive and act ive voice (See CCSS L.1b.8) ; f requent ly confused
words (See CCSS L.8.1g) ; spelling  correct ly (See CCSS L.8.2c) ; recognit ion of
inappropriate shif ts in  pronoun number and person (See CCSS L.8.1c) .

BookTaco
Hear It  Say It  Write It
Word pronunciat ion with  student  modeling along with  word writ ing in  print  or
cursive.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey
complex ideas and in format ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive
select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

OBJECTIVE  8.W2-a. Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and covey ideas,
concepts, and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of
relevant  content  – In t roduce a topic clearly, previewing what  is to  fo llow;
organiz e ideas, concepts, and in format ion in to  broader categories; include
format t ing (e.g ., headings)  graphics (e.g ., charts, tab les)  and mult imedia when
usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.

EXPECTATION  8.W2-a.1. Adapt  p lanning and prewrit ing to  address the demands of  an  in format ive text ,
including: ref in ing the focus of  a topic; gathering in format ion on a specif ic
topic (See MD SLM 6 -8 2A1, as needed) ; examining in format ion to  determine the
ideas and concepts; ef fect ively organiz ing of  in format ion with in  an established
structure (See CCSS W.6 .5) ; including appropriate text  features to  aid
understanding.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey
complex ideas and in format ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive
select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

OBJECTIVE  8.W2-b. Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and covey ideas,
concepts, and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of
relevant  content  – Develop the topic with  relevant , well-chosen facts,
def in it ion, concrete details, quotat ions, or other in format ion and examples.

EXPECTATION  8.W2-b.1. Gather in format ion about  a topic and evaluate that  in format ion f rom a variety of
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reliab le print  and d ig ital sources (See CCSS RI.8.7, W.8) .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

EXPECTATION  8.W2-b.2. Determine the most  ef fect ive in format ion gathered f rom a variety of  reliab le
sources (See MD SLM.6 -8.2A1) .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

EXPECTATION  8.W2-b.3. Compose a draf t  o f  the body with  at tent ion to: ef fect ive organiz at ion of
in format ion (See CCSS W.8.5) ; recognit ion of  inappropriate shif ts in  pronoun
number and person (See CCSS L.6 .1c) ; subject -verb  and pronoun antecedent
agreement  (See CCSS L.3.1f ) ; format ion of  complete sentences (See CCSS
L.4 .1f ) ; f requent ly confused words (See CCSS L.4 .1g) ; recognit ion of  variat ions
f rom standard English  and use of  st rategies to  improve expression in
convent ional language (See CCSS L.6 .1e) ; funct ion of  gerunds, part icip les,
and in f in it ives in  sentences (See CCSS L.8.1a) .

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey
complex ideas and in format ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive
select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

OBJECTIVE  8.W2-c. Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and covey ideas,
concepts, and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of
relevant  content  – Use appropriate and varied  t ransit ions to  create cohesion
and clarify the relat ionships among ideas and concepts.

EXPECTATION  8.W2-c.2. Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words to  bet ter understand each of  the
words. (CCSS L.8.5b)

BookTaco
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine and convey
complex ideas and in format ion clearly and accurately through the ef fect ive
select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  content .

OBJECTIVE  8.W2-d. Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and covey ideas,
concepts, and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of
relevant  content  – Use precise language and domain-specif ic vocabulary to
inform about  or explain  the topic.

EXPECTATION  8.W2-d.1. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specif ic words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrase important  to  comprehension or expression. (CCSS L.8.6 )

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
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Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write narrat ives to  develop real or imagined experiences or
events using ef fect ive technique, well-chosen details, and well-st ructured
event  sequences.

OBJECTIVE  8.W3-b. Write narrat ives to  develop real or imagined experiences or events using
ef fect ive technique, relevant  descript ive details, and well-st ructured event
sequences – Use narrat ive techniques, such as d ialogue, pacing, and
descript ion, and ref lect ion to  develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

EXPECTATION  8.W3-b.3. Compose with  at tent ion to: subject -verb  and pronoun-antecedent  agreement
(See CCSS L.3.1f ) ; choosing words and phrases for ef fect  and to  convey ideas
precisely (See CCSS L.3.3a) ; format ion of  complete sentences (See CCSS
L.4 .1f ) ; varying sentence pat terns for meaning, reader/listener in terest , and
style (See CCSS L.7.3a) ; maintain ing consistency in  style and tone (See CCSS
L.6 .3b) ; choosing language that  expresses ideas precisely and concisely,
recogniz ing and eliminat ing wordiness and redundancy (See CCSS L.7.3a) ;
using verbs in  act ive and passive voice and condit ional and subjunct ive mood
for ef fect  (See CCSS L.8.3a) .

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Text  Types and Purposes

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Write narrat ives to  develop real or imagined experiences or
events using ef fect ive technique, well-chosen details, and well-st ructured
event  sequences.

OBJECTIVE  8.W3-d. Write narrat ives to  develop real or imagined experiences or events using
ef fect ive technique, relevant  descript ive details, and well-st ructured event
sequences – Use precise words and phrases, relevant  descript ive details, and
sensory language to  capture the act ions and convey experiences and events.

EXPECTATION  8.W3-d.1. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specif ic words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrase important  to  comprehension or expression. (CCSS L.8.6 )

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
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exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W6 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Use technology, including the In ternet , to  produce and
publish  writ ing and to  in teract  and collaborate with  others.

OBJECTIVE  8.W6 . Use technology, including the In ternet , to  produce and publish  writ ing and
present  the relat ionships between informat ion and ideas ef f icient ly as well as
to  in teract  and collaborate with  others.

EXPECTATION  8.W6 .2. In tegrate mult imedia and visual d isplays in to  presentat ions to  clarify
informat ion, st rengthen claims and evidence, and add interest . (CCSS SL.8.5)

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.W6 .8. Use technology to  locate, evaluate, and organiz e in format ion (See MD TL 8 5A1,
5B1) .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W7.CCR. Anchor Standard: Conduct  short  as well as more sustained research pro jects
based on focused quest ions, demonstrat ing understanding of  the subject
under invest igat ion.

OBJECTIVE  8.W7. Conduct  short  research pro jects to  answer a quest ion ( including a self -
generated quest ion) , drawing on several sources and generat ing addit ional
related, focused quest ions that  allow for mult ip le avenues of  explorat ion.

EXPECTATION  8.W7.4 . Find data and/or in format ion with in  a variety of  print  or d ig ital sources (See MD
SLM.6 -8.3A1, 3A2, 3B1, 3C1, 3C2, 3C3) .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.W. Standards for Writ ing (W)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 W8.CCR. Anchor Standard: Gather relevant  in format ion f rom mult ip le print  and d ig ital
sources, assess the credib ility and accuracy of  each source, and in tegrate the
informat ion while avoid ing p lagiarism.

OBJECTIVE  8.W8. Gather relevant  in format ion f rom mult ip le print  and d ig ital sources; using
search terms ef fect ively; assess the credib ility of  each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of  o thers while avoid ing p lagiarism and
fo llowing a standard format  for citat ion.
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EXPECTATION  8.W8.3. Take purposefu l notes by d irect  quot ing, paraphrasing, or drawing
conclusions (See MD SLM.6 -8.3C1.a, 3C1.b , 3C1.c, 3C1.d , 3C1.e, 3C1.f ) .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EXPECTATION  8.W8.4 . Evaluate and analyz e the quality, accuracy, and suf f iciency of  notes (See MD
SLM.6 -8.4 A1.a, 4 A1.b , 4 A1.c, 4 A1.d , 4 A1.e) .

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.SL. Standards for Speaking and Listening (SL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 SL1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Prepare for and part icipate ef fect ively in  a range of
conversat ions and collaborat ions with  d iverse partners, build ing on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

OBJECTIVE  8.SL1-a. Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics and texts,
build ing on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly – Come to
discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or
issue to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  8.SL1-
a.1.

Demonstrate the behaviors of  an  ef fect ive student  by complet ing and ref lect ing
on assigned reading.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.SL1-
a.6 .

Access prior knowledge to  extend the topic under d iscussion.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.SL. Standards for Speaking and Listening (SL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 SL1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Prepare for and part icipate ef fect ively in  a range of
conversat ions and collaborat ions with  d iverse partners, build ing on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

OBJECTIVE  8.SL1-b . Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics and texts,
build ing on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly – Follow ru les for
colleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward specif ic
goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  8.SL1-
b .1.

Apply self -monitoring st rategies to  establish  and adjust  appropriate tone,
body language, and vocabulary.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.SL1-
b .3.

Come to  consensus on and monitor specif ic benchmarks to  evaluate progress
toward meet ing d iscussion goals and deadlines.
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b.3. toward meet ing d iscussion goals and deadlines.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.SL. Standards for Speaking and Listening (SL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 SL1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Prepare for and part icipate ef fect ively in  a range of
conversat ions and collaborat ions with  d iverse partners, build ing on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

OBJECTIVE  8.SL1-c. Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics and texts,
build ing on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly – Pose quest ions
that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others’ quest ions
and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  8.SL1-
c.4 .

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.SL. Standards for Speaking and Listening (SL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 SL1.CCR. Anchor Standard: Prepare for and part icipate ef fect ively in  a range of
conversat ions and collaborat ions with  d iverse partners, build ing on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

OBJECTIVE  8.SL1-d . Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics and texts,
build ing on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly – Acknowledge new
informat ion expressed by others and, when warranted, qualify or just ify their
own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

EXPECTATION  8.SL1-
d .2.

Examine and modify their opin ions when credib le evidence demands, explain ing
how new evidence ef fected the change.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.SL. Standards for Speaking and Listening (SL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 SL3.CCR. Anchor Standard: Evaluate a speaker’s point  o f  view, reasoning, and use of
evidence and rhetoric.

OBJECTIVE  8.SL3. Delineate a speaker’s argument  and specif ic claims, evaluat ing the soundness
of  the reasoning and relevance and suf f iciency of  the evidence and ident ifying
when irrelevant  evidence is in t roduced.

EXPECTATION  8.SL3.3. Determine an author’s point  o f  view or purpose in  a text  and analyz e how the
author acknowledges and responds to  conf lict ing evidence or viewpoints (See
CCSC RI.8.6 ) .

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.SL3.6 . Ident ify evidence that  is irrelevant  to  the claim(s)  and explain  the ef fect  o f  that
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evidence on the argument .

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.SL3.7. Ident ify and explain  errors in  reasoning and their ef fect  on the argument .

BookTaco
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.SL. Standards for Speaking and Listening (SL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Presentat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 SL4 .CCR
.

Anchor Standard: Present  in format ion, f ind ings, and support ing evidence such
that  listeners can fo llow the line of  reasoning and the organiz at ion,
development , and style are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience.

OBJECTIVE  8.SL4 . Present  claims and f indings, emphasiz ing salient  points in  a focused, coherent
manner with  relevant  evidence, sound valid  reasoning, and well-chosen details;
use appropriate eye contact , adequate volumes, and clear pronunciat ion.

EXPECTATION  8.SL4 .1. Adopt  the behaviors of  ef fect ive speakers as appropriate to  task, purpose, and
audience.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.SL4 .2. Just ify the inclusion of  evidence and details that  most  ef fect ively present
claims and emphasiz e important  points.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.SL4 .3. Verify and explain  the reasoning used to  select  and organiz e evidence and
details.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EXPECTATION  8.SL4 .4 . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and
usage when writ ing or speaking. (CCSS L.8.1)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.SL. Standards for Speaking and Listening (SL)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Presentat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 SL5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Make st rategic use of  d ig ital media and visual d isplays of
data to  express in format ion and enhance understanding of  presentat ions.

OBJECTIVE  8.SL5. Include mult imedia components (e.g ., graphics, sound)  and visual d isplays in
presentat ions when appropriate to  enhance the development  of  main  ideas or
themes.

EXPECTATION  8.SL5.1. Select  or create and just ify the inclusion of  mult imedia and visual d isplays (See
MD SLM 6 -8 5) .

BookTaco
Book Talk
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Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Convent ions of  Standard English

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L2.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard
English  capitaliz at ion, punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

OBJECTIVE  8.L2-c. Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing – Spell correct ly.

EXPECTATION  8.L2-c.2. Use print , d ig ital, and in ternaliz ed knowledge resources to  support  correct
spelling .

BookTaco
Hear It  Say It  Write It
Word pronunciat ion with  student  modeling along with  word writ ing in  print  or
cursive.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L4 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-
meaning words and phrases by using context  clues, analyz ing meaningfu l word
parts, and consult ing general and specializ ed reference materials, as
appropriate.

OBJECTIVE  8.L4 -a. Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range
of  st rategies – Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or
paragraph; a word’s posit ion or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the
meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  8.L4 -a.1. Apply an understanding of  the various types of  context  clues to  determine word
or phrase meaning.

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.

EXPECTATION  8.L4 -a.2. Apply an understanding of  in ference and drawing conclusions to  determine
word or phrase meaning.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk

https://booktaco.com/sample-hear-it-say-it/
https://booktaco.com/sample/
https://booktaco.com/sample-word-jumble/
https://booktaco.com/sample-word-ladder/
https://booktaco.com/sample-unscramble-sentence/
https://booktaco.com/sample/
https://booktaco.com/sample-word-jumble/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-notes/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-quiz/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-review/
https://booktaco.com/sample-book-talk/


Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  8.L5-b . Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and
nuances in  word meanings – Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words to
bet ter understand each of  the words.

EXPECTATION  8.L5-b .1. Apply an understanding of  connect ions between words to  a crit ical reading of  a
text .

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

EXPECTATION  8.L5-b .2. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word
relat ionships contribute to  meaning.

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Vocabulary Test
Final assessment  module featuring mult ip le choice environment .
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L5.CCR. Anchor Standard: Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word
relat ionships, and nuances in  word meanings.

OBJECTIVE  8.L5-c. Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and
nuances in  word meanings – Dist inguish among the connotat ions
(associat ions)  of  words with  similar denotat ions (def in it ions)  (e.g .,
bullheaded, willfu l, f irm, persistent , resolute) .

EXPECTATION  8.L5-c.1. Apply an understanding of  connotat ion to  judge word choice.

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

EXPECTATION  8.L5-c.2. Use precise words to  capture the act ion and convey experiences and events
(See CCSS W.8.3d) .

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
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pronunciat ion reinforcement .

EXPECTATION  8.L5-c.3. Analyz e professional, peer, and their own writ ing to  determine how word choice
contributes to  meaning.

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

STRAND / TOPIC
/ STANDARD

 MD.L. Standards for Language (L)

TOPIC /
INDICATOR

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

INDICATOR /
PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

 L6 .CCR. Anchor Standard: Acquire and use accurately a range of  general academic and
domain-specif ic words and phrases suf f icient  for reading, writ ing, speaking,
and listening at  the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in  gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering an
unknown term important  to  comprehension or expression.

OBJECTIVE  8.L6 . Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specif ic words and phrases; garner vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrase important  to  comprehension or expression.

EXPECTATION  8.L6 .1. Apply skills ident if ied  in  CCSS L.8.4 a, L.8.4 b, L.8.4 c, L.8.4 d and L.8.5a, L.8.5b,
L.8.5c to  increase vocabulary and d if ferent iate between word choices to
improve writ ing and speaking.

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.
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