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Co lo rado  Academic St andards (CAS)
Language Art s

Grade: 8  - Adopted: 2010
CONTENT AREA  CO.8.1. Oral Expression and Listening

STANDARD  8.1.1. Communicat ion skills and in terviewing techniques are required to  gather
informat ion and to  develop and deliver oral presentat ions. Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.1.a. Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and
issues, build ing on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (CCSS:
SL.8.1)

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.1.a.i. Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or
issue to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion. (CCSS: SL.8.1a)

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.1.a.ii . Fo llow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress
toward specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.
(CCSS: SL.8.1b)

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.1.a.ii i
.

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to
others’ quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and
ideas. (CCSS: SL.8.1c)

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.1.a.iv. Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted,
qualify or just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented. (CCSS:
SL.8.1d)

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.1.a.vi
i.

G ive a p lanned oral presentat ion to  a specif ic audience for an  in tended
purpose.

BookTaco
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Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.1.a.vi
ii .

Demonstrate appropriate verbal and nonverbal delivery techniques (clear
enunciat ion, gesture, vo lume, pace, use of  visuals, and language)  for in tended
ef fect .

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .
Hear It  Say It  Write It
Word pronunciat ion with  student  modeling along with  word writ ing in  print  or
cursive.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.1. Oral Expression and Listening

STANDARD  8.1.2. A variety of  response st rategies clarif ies meaning or messages. Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.2.a. Present  claims and f indings, emphasiz ing salient  points in  a focused, coherent
manner with  relevant  evidence, sound valid  reasoning, and well-chosen details;
use appropriate eye contact , adequate volume, and clear pronunciat ion. (CCSS:
SL.8.4 )

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .
Hear It  Say It  Write It
Word pronunciat ion with  student  modeling along with  word writ ing in  print  or
cursive.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.2.b . In tegrate mult imedia and visual d isplays in to  presentat ions to  clarify
informat ion, st rengthen claims and evidence, and add interest . (CCSS: SL.8.5)

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.1.2.c. Adapt  speech to  a variety of  contexts and tasks, demonstrat ing command of
formal English  when indicated or appropriate. (CCSS: SL.8.6 )

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.2. Reading for All Purposes

STANDARD  8.2.1. Quality comprehension and in terpretat ion of  literary texts demand self -
monitoring and self -assessment . Students can:
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CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.1.a. Use Key Ideas and Details to :

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.1.a.i. Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the
text  says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text . (CCSS: RL.8.1)

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.1.a.ii . Determine a theme or cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the
course of  the text , including its relat ionship  to  the characters, set t ing, and
plot ; provide an object ive summary of  the text . (CCSS: RL.8.2)

BookTaco
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
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Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.2. Reading for All Purposes

STANDARD  8.2.1. Quality comprehension and in terpretat ion of  literary texts demand self -
monitoring and self -assessment . Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.1.b . Use Craf t  and St ructure to:

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.1.b .i. Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text ,
including f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic
word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other
texts. (CCSS: RL.8.4 )

BookTaco
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.2. Reading for All Purposes

STANDARD  8.2.1. Quality comprehension and in terpretat ion of  literary texts demand self -
monitoring and self -assessment . Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.1.d . Use Range of  Reading and Complexity of  Text  to :

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.1.d .i. By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, at  the h igh end of  grades 6 –8 text  complexity band
independent ly and prof icient ly. (CCSS: RL.8.10)

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
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in tegrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.2. Reading for All Purposes

STANDARD  8.2.2. Quality comprehension and in terpretat ion of  in format ional and persuasive
texts demand monitoring and self -assessment . Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.2.a. Use Key Ideas and Details to :

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.2.a.i. Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the
text  says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text . (CCSS: RI.8.1)

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Quiz
Mult ip le choice based comprehension quest ions allowing teachers to
customiz e test  set t ings including passing score, number of  at tempts, and day
of  the week. Quiz  quest ions are shuf f led  and randomiz ed to  maintain  test ing
integrity.
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.2.a.ii . Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course
of  the text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive
summary of  the text . (CCSS: RI.8.2)

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
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t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Nonf ict ion 3-2-1 Fun
Nonf ict ion graphic organiz er helps students organiz e their understanding of  a
book or text .
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.2. Reading for All Purposes

STANDARD  8.2.2. Quality comprehension and in terpretat ion of  in format ional and persuasive
texts demand monitoring and self -assessment . Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.2.b . Use Craf t  and St ructure to:

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.2.b .i. Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text ,
including f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact
of  specif ic word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or
allusions to  other texts. (CCSS: RI.8.4 )

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.2. Reading for All Purposes

STANDARD  8.2.2. Quality comprehension and in terpretat ion of  in format ional and persuasive
texts demand monitoring and self -assessment . Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.2.c. Use In tegrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas to:

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.2.c.i. Evaluate the advantages and d isadvantages of  using d if ferent  mediums (e.g .,
print  or d ig ital text , video, mult imedia)  to  present  a part icu lar topic or idea.
(CCSS: RI.8.7)

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.2.c.iv. In terpret  and explain  in format ional texts of  personal in terest .

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.2. Reading for All Purposes

STANDARD  8.2.3. Context , grammar, and word choice in f luence the understanding of  literary,
persuasive, and in format ional texts. Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.3.a. Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range
of  st rategies. (CCSS: L.8.4 )

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.3.a.iv. Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word’s
posit ion or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or
phrase. (CCSS: L.8.4 a)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
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usage of  the words.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.3.a.vi
.

Consult  general and specializ ed reference materials (e.g ., d ict ionaries,
g lossaries, thesauruses) , both  print  and d ig ital, to  f ind the pronunciat ion of  a
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part  o f  speech. (CCSS:
L.8.4 c)

BookTaco
Nonf ict ion Text  Features
Encourage your students to  review nonf ict ion books for text  features and
discuss the impact  and signif icance of  each.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.3.a.vi
i.

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) . (CCSS: L.8.4 d)

BookTaco
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.2. Reading for All Purposes

STANDARD  8.2.3. Context , grammar, and word choice in f luence the understanding of  literary,
persuasive, and in format ional texts. Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.3.b . Demonstrate understanding of  f igurat ive language, word relat ionships, and
nuances in  word meanings. (CCSS: L.8.5)

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.3.b .ii . Use the relat ionship  between part icu lar words to  bet ter understand each of  the
words. (CCSS: L.8.5b)

BookTaco
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.3.b .ii i
.

Dist inguish among the connotat ions (associat ions)  of  words with  similar
denotat ions (def in it ions)  (e.g ., bu llheaded, willfu l, f irm, persistent , resolute) .
(CCSS: L.8.5c)

BookTaco
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.2. Reading for All Purposes

STANDARD  8.2.3. Context , grammar, and word choice in f luence the understanding of  literary,
persuasive, and in format ional texts. Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.2.3.c. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specif ic words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrase important  to  comprehension or expression. (CCSS: L.8.6 )

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Compare & Contrast  Characters
Template and word bank for the analysis of  two characters’ similarit ies and
dif ferences.
Def in it ion Matching
Def in it ion matching exercise leveraging h igh level engagement  with
pronunciat ion reinforcement .
Draw It !

https://booktaco.com/sample/
https://booktaco.com/sample-word-jumble/
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https://booktaco.com/sample-word-definition/
https://booktaco.com/sample-draw-it/


Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Hear It  Say It  Write It
Word pronunciat ion with  student  modeling along with  word writ ing in  print  or
cursive.
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Plot  Diagram
Students organiz e the elements of  a narrat ive text  by ident ifying the
exposit ion, rising act ion, the climax, the main  events of  the falling  act ion and
the resolut ion.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.
Sample Unscramble Sentence
These scrambled sentences are a great  way to  teach and reinforce vocabulary,
sentence st ructure, and grammar.
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.
Story Mapping
The describe the characters, set t ing, beginning, middle and end of  the story.
Vocabulary Test
Final assessment  module featuring mult ip le choice environment .
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.3. Writ ing and Composit ion

STANDARD  8.3.2. Ideas and support ing details in  in format ional and persuasive texts are
organiz ed for a variety of  audiences and purposes and evaluated for quality.
Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.3.2.a. Write arguments to  support  claims with  clear reasons and relevant  evidence.
(CCSS: W.8.1)

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.3.2.a.ii . Write and just ify a personal in terpretat ion of  literary or in format ional text  that
includes a thesis, support ing details f rom the literature, and a conclusion.

BookTaco
Book Notes
Opportunity for students to  submit  their thoughts, feelings, insight  and
observat ions on a book. Once submit ted, Book Notes is marked completed and
game coins earned with  the notes appearing in  the teacher’s Reports page
ready for review and assessment .
Book Review
Book Taco survey quest ions about  how the student  experienced the book and
their overall rat ing of  the characters, p lot , and appeal.
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
Chapter Notes
One page chapter notes organiz er helps students organiz e characters and
events for each chapter read.
Draw It !
Fun act ivity where students get  to  express their creat ivity by drawing their
favorite parts of  books and provid ing descript ion.
Nonf ict ion Book Report
Great  act ivity to  get  your students reading for in format ion allowing for
assessment  of  understanding and comprehension.
Paragraph Writ ing Prompts
Students can view and select  f rom a variety of  d if ferent  writ ing prompts. Once
their paragraph(s)  is ready it  can be submit ted for review/grading.
Point  O f  View!
Assess the level o f  a student 's th inking about  the reading and their ab ility to
support  conclusions with  text -based evidence.
Retell The Story
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Pract ice summariz ing and retelling  the story (writ ing or p ictures)  by
challenging students to  ident ify main  ideas, themes, and key details.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.3. Writ ing and Composit ion

STANDARD  8.3.3. Edit ing writ ing for grammar, usage, mechanics, and clarity is an  essent ial t rait
o f  a well-writ ten  document . Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.3.3.b . Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing. (CCSS: L.8.2)

EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.3.3.b .iv
.

Spell correct ly. (CCSS: L.8.2c)

BookTaco
Hear It  Say It  Write It
Word pronunciat ion with  student  modeling along with  word writ ing in  print  or
cursive.
Word In t roduct ion
Int roduct ion to  def in it ions, synonyms, antonyms and contextual usage.
Word Jumble
Act ive and fun learn ing medium promot ing language acquisit ion through
contextual and visual experience.
Word Ladder
Interact ive exercise deepening knowledge of  new words, boost ing working
memory and increasing student  exposure.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.4 . Research and Reasoning

STANDARD  8.4 .2. Common fallacies and errors occur in  reasoning. Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.4 .2.a. Analyz e the purpose, quest ion at  issue, in format ion, points of  view,
implicat ions and consequences, in ferences, assumpt ions, and concepts
inherent  in  th inking.

BookTaco
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.4 .2.b . Determine st rengths and weaknesses of  their th inking and th inking of  o thers
by using criteria including relevance, clarity, accuracy, fairness, signif icance,
depth , breadth , log ic, and precision.

BookTaco
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.4 .2.d . Dif ferent iate between valid  and faulty generaliz at ions.

BookTaco
Sentence Complet ion
Matching exercise challenges the understanding of  the appropriate contextual
usage of  the words.

CONTENT AREA  CO.8.4 . Research and Reasoning

STANDARD  8.4 .3. Quality reasoning relies on support ing evidence in  media. Students can:

CONCEPTS AND
SKILLS /
EVIDENCE
OUTCOMES

 8.4 .3.d . Use appropriate media to  demonstrate reasoning and explain  decisions in  the
creat ive process.

BookTaco
Book Talk
Student  generated video response where students record and capture their
t rue feelings about  the books they read. The perfect  tool to  promote public
speaking skills, co llaborat ion, advocacy and student  vo ice.
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